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Rachael Barkley, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed Oct. 4, 2012. She is

a student at Volunteer High School.
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Gav_in Huffman, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed on Jan. 27, 2013.
He is a student at Tennessee High School.
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Brent Palmer, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed on June 30, 2013. He
is the principal at Sullivan North High School.
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Caleb Peters, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed on July 4, 2013. He is
a student at University High School.
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Gabe Simerly, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed on Jan. 27, 2013. He
is a student at Unicoi County High School.

To say retired Air Foree Lt. Col.
Bill Powley loves to fly is certainly an
understatement. For Powley, flying
has been a lifelong passion — one that
he works to pass on to others every
chance he gets.

A former F4, A-7, 16 fighter pi-
lot and Vietnam veteran, Powley has
spent more than two decades intro-
ducing local students — and adults —
to the adventures of flying through the
F.L.I.G.H.T. Foundation, or, as it’s
officially known, Flight Lesson In-
structional Grants Helping Teens.

Established for high school Junior
ROTC programs, the non-profit
chartered foundation was formed to
provide funding to ensure the contin-
uance of an already proven and es-
tablished aerospace education pro-
gram in Air Force Junior ROTC at
Unicoi County High School. The
foundation received a NASA grant in
1999, And since 2000, it has received
a grant from the Tennessee Aeronau-

tics Division each year. The grant
money is used, along with matching
funds from local, regional and nation-
al donations, to sponsor the flight pro-
gram.

In 2001, when Powley became the
Air Foree JROTC instructor at Sulli-
van South High School, the program
moved with him to Sullivan County.

Since April 1992, 6,220 students
and passengers from more than 15
schools in Upper East Tennessee have
participate in 2,234 orientation flights,
most of them piloted by Powley and
all of them sponsored by grants and
donations.

In September 1996, the program
launched its solo program, and 113
students and adults from six different
high schools and one college have
since earned their solo wings.

Fight students and one teacher
added their names to that list from
July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013. And
two more completed their first solo
flights in late July 2013.

They are Sullivan South’s T.J.
Hongkham, Ben Firth and Sam
Johnson, University High’s Caleb Pe-
ters, Tennessee High’s Gavin Huff-
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Sam Johnson, with instructional pilot Gary Cordell, soloed on April
15, 2013. He is a graduate of Sullivan South High School.
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Jacob Tilley, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, mom Candace and dad Steve, soloed on April 29, 2012. He is a
graduate of Sullivan South High School. Tilley is the latest graduate of the FL.I.G.H.T. solo program to

go to the Air Force Academy.

With emphasis needed on math and science skills, character educa-

tion, discipline, leadership, team building and motivation, this program
provides an excellent opportunity to accomplish all of these goals as well as
provide the basis for future careers in aviation and service to our country in the

Armed Forces. ’

man, Unicoi County’s Gabe Simerly,
University High’s Skylar Lane, Vol-
unteer’s Rachael Barkley along with
Brent Palmer, former South assistant
principal, now the principal at Sulli-
van North High School.

Today, we recognize the 10 partici-
pants who soloed this year, along with
these program highlights:

¢ Rachael Barkley became the
youngest student to solo on Oct. 4,
2012, when she earned her wings on
her 16th birthday. She was also the
first student from Volunteer High
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Skylar Lane, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed on Jan. 13, 2013. He is
a student at University High School.

2013:08:06 13:36:31

Ben Firth, with instructor Charlie Mason, sister Rebecca, dad Dan
and mom Patty, soloed on Dec. 31, 2012. He is a graduate of Sullivan

South High School.

— Lt. Col. Bill Powley

School to solo through the program.

¢ In June 1998, the first solo cadet
from the program went to the Air
Force Academy. Since that time, five
solo students have received appoint-
ments to the Air Force Academy and
three have received appointments to
West Point. The latest student to earn
that honor was 2013 Sullivan South
graduate Jacob Tilley, who earned his
solo wings on April 29, 2012. He left
for the Air Force Academy in June.

¢ Seven students from the pro-
gram have earned private pilot certifi-

cations since 2002,

¢ Three students from the pro-
gram have graduated from the flight
program at Middle Tennessee State
University as professional pilots.

“With emphasis needed on math
and science skills, character educa-
tion, discipline, leadership, team
building and motivation, this program
provides an excellent opportunity to
accomplish all of these goals as well as
provide the basis for future careers in
aviation and service to our country in
the Armed Forces,” Powley said.

The foundation is also set up to
teach aviation ground school, provide
simulator training, as well as other ac-
tivities such as drill, color guard, ori-
enteering, academic and physical fit-
ness competitions; leadership skills.
To learn more about the program,
call Powley at (423) 743-7099 or email
Flight Foundation at 3springs@
embarqmail.com.
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T.J. Hongkham, with Lt. Col. Bill Powley, soloed on July 16, 2013.
He is a student at Sullivan South High School.

JOIN OUR TEAM! Mark your calendars now and get involved with INK

Another school year can only mean one thing: It’s time
to seat a brand new INK Advisory Board for the coming
year. Whether you’re a high school student with an interest
in a journalism career or just an opinionated teenager who
wants to have your voice heard, there’s a place for you in

INK.

So mark your calendar now!

An informational meeting for new board members and
correspondents will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Aug. 19, at the Kingsport Times-News, at 701 Lynn
Garden Drive in Kingsport.

Due to a large graduating class in 2013, the advisory

hoard has at least one open seat available for interested
students from Dobyns-Bennett, Sullivan North, Sullivan
South, Sullivan Central, Volunteer, Cherokee and all local
private schools in Tennessee, as well as all three Scott
County high schools, all three Wise County high schools,
J.I. Burton and Lee High in Virginia. Homeschoolers are

also welcome and are encouraged to participate.

The Advisory Board meets once a month to help shape
the content on the newspaper’s INK page.

For more details or an application packet, attend the
Aug. 19 meeting or call Carmen Musick at (423) 723-1435.
Or e-mail ink@timesnews.net.



