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Unicoiresident Bill Powley named

2010 Aviation Person of the Year

From Staff Reports

Lt. Col. Bill Powley, U.S.
Air Force, retired, has
been named Tennessee’s
2010 Aviation Person of
the Year by the Tennessee
Aviation Hall of Fame.

Powley, a resident of
the town of Unicoi and
a former ROTC instruc-
tor at Unicoi County High
School, is the first recipi-
ent of this award, estab-
lished earlier this year by
the TAHF board of direc-
tors.

Aviation Hall of Fame
Founder and Chairman
Bob Minter said, “Bill
Powley is a perfect choice
for our very first Aviation
Person of the Year award.”

“His work with young-
sters, utilizing the disci-
pline and skills every pilot
must learn, has positively
impacted many younglives
in Upper East Tennessee
and his accomplishments
have been appropriately
recognized at the national
level, as well,” Minter said.

Minter was referring to
Powley’s selection earlier
this year as the A. Scott

Col. Bill Powley, left, accepts award from Fain Bennett.

Crossfield Aerospace Edu-
cation Teacher of the Year
Award.

Tennessee’s  Aviation
Person of the Year award
was established by the
Tennessee Aviation Hall
of Fame to recognize and
honor special achievement
during a particular calen-
dar year. While explaining
the purpose of this award,
Minter also pointed out
that the award may, or may
not be presented every
year.

“We intend to recognize
only significant, very spe-
cial achievement within
any given year and if there
are none that meet the cri-
terion we have established,
we won’t do this every
year,” he said. “Like induc-
tion into the Tennessee
Aviation Hall of Fame, we
will always strive to keep
the standard very high.”

Inducteesinto our state’s
official aviation hall of
fame can be found at www.
tnaviationhof.org .



