South instructor ﬂymg high as Aerospace Teacher of the Year
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or a prelude

bethton. “Every one of them
makes a journal entry for me.”

America X-15 that could have
gone into space.
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last week when his wife called
him in West Virginia, where he
- took four South students to a

summer leadership camp.

The annual award, dating
back to 1986, usually goes to sci-
ence teachers. Powley has been
a JROTC instructor at South for
eight years, since the 200203
school year. Before that, he
spent 11 years at Unicoi County
High School. Powley, once a
South tennis coach, and Don
Shawver are the JROTC instruc-

tors at South.

“They are very professional
go-getters. They have their kids
involved,” South Principal Greg

The foundation over the
years has raised $350,000.

Powley, who lives in Unicoi
with his wife, in 2002-03 moved to
an open position at South, where
John Dixon was principal. :

“They essentially wanted me
to come there to begin a ﬂymg
program,” Powley said.

Over the years, Powley and
other pilots have taken 4,100 stu-
dents from 12 schools in East
Tennessee and Southwest Vir-
ginia on flights. Of those, 85 went
on to solo, and five got their pri-
vate pilot’s license while still in
high school.

The program serves JROTC
student in all branches of the

Harvey said of the two. armed services including Sulli-

“It flying) is his passion. You  yap North and East high schools,
can see,” Harvey said of Powley. 5 well as Dobyns-Bennett High
“He just brings a lot of energy j Kingsport, Daniel Boone and
and professionalism to the pro- Davy Crockett in Washington
gram and the school.” County, Cherokee and Volunteer

Powley was a fighter pilot
who flew the F'4, A-7 and F-16.
He served in the Air Force for
23Y% years. He went to the Air
Force Academy from 1963 to
1967 and entered the Air Force
as a second lieutenant. He re-
tired in 1991 as a lieutenant

_colonel.

Powley is a native of Balti-
more but came to the Tri-Cities
with his wife after retirement to
try to get a job flying with one of

the airlines.

However, that didn’t pan out,
and he heard about a JROTC po-
sition open at Unicoi County
High School, where in his inter-

highs in Hawkins County, and
Lee County, Va,, students.
~ Of 800 students who flew in
the 2009-10 year, Powley was on
about 600 of those flights.

Seth Bennett, Powley’s first
solo student at Unicoi High,
nominated Powley for the
award. Bennett, who was
squadron leader while at Uni-
coi, is a captain in the Air Force
and serves as an electrical engi-

_neer.

Atleast four of his former stu-
dents went on to Middle Ten-
nessee State University to pro-
fessional pilot school, including
Amanda Rice Clark, who got her

view he said he had recently be-

came a certified flight instrt}lycton flight instructor’s certification
In April 1992, the Unicoi 2nd returned to Unicoito be the

County Board of Education vot- nstructor for solo flights there.

ed 43 to allow a flying program From South, David Whitney

at the school, and Powley made

the first flight in May 1992.

He said that split BOE vote
shows how one person can make

a difference.

finished professional pilot
‘school at MTSU, A.J. Vines and
Jeremy Shuler are in the pro-
gram there, and Levi Shanks is
to begin the program there this
all.

In the early years at Unicoi, f il .
Powley said Jerry O'Conner of ‘This just shows good things
can happen if you live long

Kingsport, owner of Tmpact Plas- ] .
tics in Erwin, helped with spon- €nough,” Powley said.

_sorship money, as did Nuclear He turns 65 in October but
Fuel Services and the selling of plansto stay in his South job and
aerial photographs from some of said that even after retirement

from that he hopes to continue

the flights.
NASA also gave $10,000 in m JROTC students on

seed money after Powley called
“I plan to fly as long as T'm

about it three times in 18
healthy,” Powley said. “If I re-

months, and the Tennessee
Aeronautical Commission later tire, my hobby will probably be

starting giving $10,000 a year to flying kids as long as they (spon-
the Flight Foundation, a non- sors) keep giving me money” for
profit 501C. the program.
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