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News

Flying Chances
NAFI member recognized for
molding aviation’s future

BY JONATHON FREYE

Bill Powley, lower left, and students
in his JROTC flight-training program.

Junior ROTC students in Tennessee’s
Sullivan County should consider them-
selves lucky to be instructed by Lt. Col.
Herbert W. “Bill” Powley, who's not only
a dedicated and enthusiastic instructor,
but also the 2010 A. Scott Crossfield
Aerospace Education Teacher of the
Year.

Powley was recognized for the flight-
training program he created for JROTC
students at Sullivan South High School
in Kingsport, Tennessee. The award,
presented by the National Aviation Hall
of Fame (NAHF), rewards teachers of
grades K through 12 for outstanding
achievements in aerospace education;
it’s judged by a committee of aerospace-
industry and education professionals
who consider a teacher’s effectiveness,
creativity, and ability to maintain high
standards for his students and comes
with a $1,500 stipend.

Powley and other JROTC instructors
teach a regular curriculum that allows
about 95 students per term to con-
centrate in focus areas including lead-
ership, drill, orienteering, and, since
1992, aviation. Over the past 20 years,
his program has flown more than 4,500

students on 20-minute introductory
rides—and he estimates that he’s flown
about 95 percent of them.

The program is full of success stories,
and Powley radiates unmistakable pride
when he tells them. Past students have
been accepted into the Air Force Acad-
emy, the U.S. Military Academy, and
Middle Tennessee State University’s
aviation program. One student was
so enthralled with his first 20-minute
flight that he convinced his dad to let
him begin flight training; Dad did him
one better, and the two earned their pri-
vate pilot certificates together. Another
attended MTSU and came back to help
teach students to solo.

To pull this off, Powley spends almost
every Sunday, weather permitting, giv-
ing instruction in rented airplanes to
students who want to solo—a job that
must be “illegal, immoral, or unconsti-
tutional” because it’s just too much fun,
he says. He solos about seven of his
highest achievers each year—or nearly
90 since the program began.

Each of those students is given a
“solo scholarship,” generally worth
around $2,000, that works like a debit
account as the students fly. Since Powley
is all too familiar with the complications
that educators of this new generation of
students face—a sense of entitlement,
glued to their cellphones, and short
attention spans—he incentivizes the
scholarship by deducting certain dollar
amounts for students’ infractions, such
as tardiness or a failure to adequately
prepare for their lessons.

And since providing students in-
struction to the point of solo—and
even giving 20-minute rides—doesn’t
come cheap, Powley is a self-proclaimed
“shameless fundraiser” for a foundation
he helped create to fund the program.
Grants from the Tennessee Aeronautics
Division and from NASA keep fuel in
the tanks and students in the air, and
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NAFI NEWS

FAA Targets Safety With
New GA Initiative

The FAA announced in March
that it would undertake a new pro-
gram to improve general-aviation
(GA) safety that would focus on
decreasing the number of fatal ac-
cidents per 100,000 flight hours by
10 percent over a 10-year period
(2009-2018). The move is intended
to “transform GA's safety culture,’
according to the FAA.

The agency intends to use a
“non-regulatory, proactive strat-
egy to get results,” and it will host
98 outreach events this year, be-
ginning with the FAASTeam Safety
Standdown, held in conjunction
with the Sun 'n Fun Fly-In and
Expo in Lakeland, Florida. The FAA
hopes that these events will have
a “hangar flying” feel, where pilots
are comfortable addressing the is-
sues they face, particularly in flight
training and checkrides; if a trend
is found, “We would go back to the
flight instructors and say ‘You must
focus more here,” said FAA Admin-
istrator Randy Babbitt.

The agency will also focus on
flight instructors, university avia-
tion, and additional data analysis.
It cited its December 2010 meet-
ing with industry sponsors of flight
instructor refresher clinics (FIRC)—
and the advisory circular that it
drafted with that input—as part of
this effort.

It intends to work through the
Aviation Accreditation Board Inter-
national (AABI) and the University
Aviation Association (UAA) to de-
velop best practices for improving
flight training and will co-chair an
FAA/Academia Symposium in July
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